
My name is Michael Perkins and I’m running as a community 

representative candidate for the South Loop Elementary Local 

School Council.  For the past three years, I’ve made my home in 

the South Loop and I hope to make it my home for years to come.  

I believe it’s a unique area of the city, a special community, and 

one in which I want to play an active role and help to thrive.  

To me, there are very few elements or institutions more critical to 

a community thriving than it’s local schools.  That belief is a big 

part of what motivated me to spend my first few years out of 

college teaching here in Chicago, in the Roseland neighborhood, 

and later to work in the central administration for Chicago Public 

Schools.  I’ve always felt a sense of obligation to be involved in 

bettering the community in which I live and I believe there are 

very few areas in which you can do that with more impact than in 

public education.

In addition to my experience in education, both in the classroom 

and in administration, my current experience as a consultant 

adds a skillset to that experience that I hope will be valuable as 

an LSC member.  A question I often get about consulting is, so 

what do you do exactly?  And the best way I’ve thought to 

describe what I do is that it’s fundamentally problem solving.  I go 

to an organization and listen to what the problems are, what the 

goals are, and what’s important to the stakeholders and then I 

work to generate ideas that will solve those problems and meet 

those goals.  

My hope is that I will have the opportunity to apply my 

experience in public education, my motivation for community 

service, and my problem solving orientation as a valuable 

member of the South Loop Elementary community as a 

community representative on the LSC.  I respectfully ask for your 

vote and for that opportunity.  Thank you!
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